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2018 RULES & TOOLS Region 2 
 
Part 1- Rules & Tools: FWQ Riders 
1 Pro Freeriders Board?  
The Pro Freeriders Board (PFB) was founded to ensure the best possible conditions for the 
growth the sport of Freeride. It is made up of eight prominent Freeriders led by a General 
Secretary. Their task is to voice their opinions and wishes regarding season calendar, 
competition format, judging, rules, and a fair path for newcomers to qualify for the FWT 
through the FWQ and the ranking system. The PFB ensures greater security and rider 
satisfaction. 
 
1.1 Who Are The PFB Members?  
General Secretary:  
Reine Barkered (SWE) 
Snowboarders:  
Ludovic Guillot-Diat (FRA) 
Ralph Backstrom (USA) 
Shannan Yates (USA)  
Skiers:  
Fabio Studer (AUT) 
Jackie Paaso (USA) 
Drew Tabke (USA) 
Samuel Anthamatten (SUI)  
 
1.2 How Is The General Secretary Chosen?  
The PFB is led by a General Secretary whose main task is to lead and manage the PFB. 
 
1.3 How can I become a PFB Member?  
All FWT riders interested in investing time on the PFB should contact the General Secretary or 
one of the Board members. If one of the Board members decides to abandon their 
responsibility, he has the obligation to propose 2 names to the Board to decide on a 
replacement. Please contact the FWQ for further info. 
 
1.4 Rules, validity and updates  
Rules will be valid for one season. Updates can be made during the season only if validated 
by the PFB. 
 
1.5 North America IFSA/FWQ Athlete Advisory board  
It is important that we take measures to ensure the sustainability of the sport. Since 2011, the 
IFSA has focused on grassroots junior development because of the overwhelming demand for 
a governing organization to provide basic guidelines amongst many different event organizers. 
The IFSA volunteer BOD has worked to implement coaches’ feedback to develop the sport that 
meets the needs of junior athletes. We are currently applying the same approach with the adult 
FWQ series. 



 
The IFSA currently has a multitude of individuals participating on various advisory boards. 
The IFSA relies upon athlete input when making decisions, which may entail athlete advisors, 
advisory boards, surveys and the like. If you are interested in joining an Advisory Board, 
please contact the IFSA at freeriders@freeskiers.org 
 
1.6 About IFSA, mission, Values and CFA Affiliate, see IFSA Handbook. 
 
2. IFSA/ FWQ  
 
2.1 Format (see IFSA Handbook for full detail on Format)  

1. The 2018 IFSA/FWQ Tour consists of a series of events in North America with 
different point values from 1* to 4*.  

2. The FWQ season starts the 20th of April each year and will end the 19th of April 
the following year.  

3. The 2018 FWQ ranking consists of the 3 best results of each rider during the 2017/2018 
season. 

4. The IFSA Collegiate series is part of the 2018 IFSA/FWQ Tour. See separate IFSA 
Collegiate series guidelines. http://www.freeskiers.org/about/handbook-guidelines.html   

5. Riders can participate in an unlimited number of events.  
6. Age Groups and Disciplines  

1. The minimum age is 18 for all FWT and FWQ events. No exceptions. 
The maximum age for IFSA/FWQ events is 39. 
Collegiate FWQ Tour athletes must be affiliated with an IFSA-approved 
university club of freeride team and must be a full-time student, currently 
enrolled.   

2. An athlete’s age is based on January 1st.  
3. All age groups include male and female competitors.  
4. All age groups include the disciplines of skiing and snowboarding. 

5. Skiers do not compete against snowboarders.  
6. Males of the same age group do not compete against females of the same 

age group.  
7. There should be no venue variation based on gender. 

 
2.2 Ranking/ Regions  

1. There will be one unique FWQ ranking worldwide.  
2. The FWQ ranking consists of the rider’s best 3 results throughout the season.  
3. Two regions will be represented, Region 1 (Europe, Asia, Africa, Oceania) and Region 

2 (North America, South America).  
4. Riders from both regions can compete and collect points anywhere in the world.  
5. If a rider wishes to change his region, he can only do so by providing proof of a new 

citizenship and a valid passport. Riders who have double citizenship shall choose a 
region and will not be able to change regions anymore after having competed once 
for their chosen country.  



6. All JFT and Junior IFSA events will count towards an athlete's FWQ seeding list rank 
upon their graduation from the junior program. A Regional event translates to an 
adult 1*, a National event translates to a 2*, and a championship translates to a 3*.  

7. If you will be 18 years or older on 1/1/2018: Congratulations! As an 18-year-old, you 
can compete in the IFSA Junior Series until you turn 19, or you can enter the IFSA/FWQ 
adult series and possibly qualify for the adult Freeride World Tour. If you choose to 
compete with the adults in the upcoming season, buy an IFSA/FWQ license and register 
for the FWQ events. If you choose to compete as a junior in the upcoming season, you 
will continue to use your profile on The Driven to track your finishes and ranking. Your 
results will also be uploaded to MemberPro so that your best three finishes from the 
past season can be used to qualify you for seeded FWQ adult events in the upcoming 
season. 

 
2.3 FWT Qualification  

1. An equal number of riders out of each region will qualify for the FWT Tour.  
2. The first three Ski Men and one Snowboard Men from each region will qualify for the 

FWT Tour. One Ski Women and one Snowboard Women from each region will qualify 
for the FWT Tour.  

3. If a qualified rider doesn’t confirm his participation to the Tour within the deadline 
mentioned in his invitation because he retires or can’t compete because of injury or any 
other reason, his spot is given to the next rider on the FWQ ranking list.  

4. If a qualified rider who confirmed his participation to the Tour is hurt or decides not to 
compete after all before the season, his spot is not going to the next rider on the list. It 
will be decided by the FWT management whether this rider will be replaced or not 
and by whom. 

 
2.4 FWQ Tour Ranking Ties  
In case of ties at the 3rd place ski or 2rd place snowboard men, 2rd place ski or 1st 
place snowboard for women at the end of the season, in each region, the split will be 
made accordingly:  

1. Best 4th result 
2. Comparing the number of 1st, 2nd and 3rd places...in 4*, 3* for the counting 4 results 
3. Direct competition, who beat who at events where both riders entered. 

 
2.5 Seeding List  

1. To help IFSA/FWQ 3 & 4* events select athletes from hundreds of applicants, we will 
use the world wide seeding list, issued each week. A rider’s result stays on this list for 
52 weeks before disappearing. The seeding list consists of the 3 best results of each 
athlete during the last 52 weeks. The seeding list ranks riders as follows:  
1.1. Actual FWT riders  
1.2. Past year FWT riders not qualified for FWT anymore  
1.3. FWQ riders with 3 best results of last 52 weeks  
1.4. Frozen points riders are inserted accordingly (see point 2.9)  



2. At the end of the inscription (registration) window, the FWQ organizer follows the 
seeding list to fill up his spots accordingly until he reaches the maximum number of 
athletes he can host. Riders with a lower seed list ranking may have a hard time 
entering 4* or 3* events. These riders will need to go and earn high points and top 
finishes in 1* and 2* events to move up the rankings. 

 
2.6 Event Registration  

1. Registration for IFSA/FWQ series stops (events) will start first week of December.  
2. 3* & 4* registration will open approximately 6 weeks prior to the event, and close 3 

weeks prior, therefor being open for registration for a total of 4 weeks.  
3. Event registration will take place on Memberpro for all 3* & 4* events. 1* & 2* may vary 

by Event Host. The Events menu on the IFSA website www.freeskiers.org will always 
have the most current event information and links to all registration sites.  

4. All 1* events will have an open registration component to them. Invitations to all 2* 
events are based on a lottery system. Registration for the 2* Lottery Pool Waitlist will 
open approximately 6 weeks prior to the event date, remain open for 2 weeks, and close 
4 weeks before the event date. When registration closes, a randomized lottery will be 
conducted to determine the list of invited 2* athletes for each division. Invitations will be 
issued via email within 48 hours of the registration close date. The world seeding list or 
FWQ ranking is NOT a factor in gaining admittance to 2* events. Invitations are awarded 
at random, by lottery to 2* events.  

5. For 1* events, credit cards will be debited immediately. For 2*, 3*, & 4* events, credit 
cards will be authorized for the amount and debited when you are confirmed entry of 
the event.  

6. All event results will be tabulate within the MemberPro system to maintain the world 
seeding list.  

7. IFSA/FWQ 1* events will have an open registration following a pre-
qualified/quota registration window.  

8. IFSA Junior Riders receive Pre-qualification status and are given a window to 
register before open registration begins. 

9. Start lists for IFSA/FWQ 3* & 4* are processed according to the world seeding list 
and number of starting spots available per event. Open registration will follow as 
available. Riders will receive a confirmation email that they are selected or not for the 
event they registered for 28 days before the event. Riders will then have 3 days to 
cancel their inscription if they do not wish to compete. Past 3 days, authorized credit 
cards will be debited and the rider will be inscribed and confirmed. If a rider cancels 
his registration, the next rider on the seeding list, who tried to register, will receive an 
email confirming that he has 3 days to cancel his registration. The same process will 
repeat itself until the event is full. 

 
2.7 IFSA/FWQ License:  

1. In order to compete in multiple events worldwide, every rider, including wildcards, will 
have to acquire their yearly FWQ license. To compete in only one event, a rider can 
purchase a one-time membership. You may purchase either license by visiting the 
IFSA website membership menu. Collegiate series athletes should select the FWQ 



Collegiate Tour membership, and will earn points for both their university and their 
individual see list ranking. 

2. The membership season is from October 1 - September 30.  
3. Membership fees are non-refundable.  
4. The IFSA board will set the membership fee of each year. Members may register as 

both a snowboarder and a skier under a new membership number.  
5. There are three types of IFSA/FWQ licenses: 

 
IFSA/FWQ One-Event License: Region 2 ($25 US):  
This license has to be purchased by riders who wish to compete in only one event per year. If a 
rider who purchased a one-event license wishes to compete in more events, he/she will have to 
upgrade to a season license (only paying the difference).  
This one-event license offers the following services:  

1. Generating a unique number per athlete, avoiding spelling mistakes on starting lists 
and rankings.  

2. Automated registration window for all FWQ events on FWT website.  
3. Rider’s results in the seeding and ranking list.  
4. IFSA operates as a volunteer driven organization and membership fees are used for 

series expansion, judge certification, insurance and other sanctioning or event-
related support. 

 
IFSA/FWQ Collegiate Tour license: Region 2 ($60 US):  
This license has to be purchased by riders who wish to earn points for their IFSA-affiliated 
university. In addition, the collegiate athlete will earn points for their own individual seek ranking.   
This Collegiate Tour license offers the following services:  

1. Generating a unique number per athlete, avoiding spelling mistakes on starting lists 
and rankings. 

2. Results for IFSA-affiliated university and rider’s results in the seeding and ranking list. 
3. A path to winning the Collegiate Tour Championship in the name of an affiliated 

university or club team.  
4. IFSA operates as a volunteer driven organization and membership fees are used for 

series expansion, judge certification, insurance and other sanctioning or event-
related support. 

 
 
IFSA/FWQ Tour License: Region 2 ($60 US):  
This license has to be purchased by riders who wish to compete in two or more events. 
This season license offers the following services:  

1. Generating a unique number per athlete, avoiding spelling mistakes on starting lists 
and rankings.  

2. Automated registration window for all FWQ events on FWT website.  
3. Rider’s results in the seeding and ranking list.  
4. IFSA operates as a volunteer driven organization and membership fees are used for 

series expansion, judge certification, insurance and other sanctioning or event-
related support. 



2.8 Insurance  
1. Region 1:  

1.1. At events where the organizer has signed an evacuation insurance contract, 
all riders will have the obligation to purchase the FWQ evacuation insurance 
which will cover the costs of evacuation/snow patrol /ambulance/heli to 
hospital and back home) if the private insurance of the rider doesn’t cover it. 
This mandatory evacuation insurance also covers some medical costs. 
 

1.2. Each rider should carefully check that they have a personal medical 
insurance valid in all countries where they are competing and that they are 
covered in case of participation in an extreme freeride contest (should they 
need extensive local medical treatment in case they can’t be transported back 
home). In the disclaimers signed by each rider entering a contest, it will be 
mentioned that he has checked the above. 

  
2. Region 2:  

2.1. Downhill skiing and big mountain ski competitions are activities with inherent 
risks of serious personal injury, disability and death. It is the sole 
responsibility that IFSA members will honor all contracts entered upon 
willingly. 

2.2. Release of Liability Waivers must be signed.  
2.3. All Riders must attend mandatory meetings. 
2.4. Riders will have personal health insurance during the event they are participating in. 
Riders must have proof of individual insurance at check-in and have it available for the 
duration of the competition. 

 
2.9 Injuries/Pregnancy and Frozen Points 
 
ATTENTION: Points will be frozen on the SEEDING list, NOT on the ranking list!  

1. If a rider gets injured during the season or has to miss the season due to pregnancy, 
he/she must inform FWT management in writing, explain the type of injury, the 
estimated recovery time and show a valid medical certificate in order to be able to freeze 
his/her points until recovery. 

2. When the rider comes back to competition he will have his points frozen for the first 5 
events in which he will compete or a maximum period of 52 weeks (1 year). After these 
5 events or 52 weeks, the rider’s best 3 results out of five, or the results achieved during 
the year, will become his new active points. If a rider scores higher points than his 
frozen points after 1, 2 or 3 events when he comes back, these points will become his 
new active points right away and the “frozen point’s period” is terminated. 

 
2.10 Wild Cards 

There will be up to 5 local organizer wild cards per FWQ event. These wild cards are 
given to help the local organizer with special media or local needs. Local organizer wild 
cards can earn prize money and can be on the podium and will score FWQ points. Local 
organizer wild cards must still register online on the FWT website AND will have to 
purchase a FWQ/IFSA license. 



 
2.11 Qualifications and Finals 

1. There could be various types of event formats:  
one day (1.1.) 
two days with a qualification day and final day with new score for final day (1.2.) 
two days, combining scores of both days with or without a cut after day one (1.3.) 

  
2. If an event is made of 2 competition days and for weather reasons the finals can’t  
take place, the results of the qualifications will count as final results but the Technical 
Director may suggest moving the point structure one star less (3* for a 4* event and so 
on...)  
 
3. If the Technical Director knows before the event starts that there will only be one day 
of good weather, he can decide and announce to all riders that instead of one 
qualification run and one final run, or a day 1 and a day 2, there will only be one run for 
all riders and that only run will count as a final result. If he does so, the planned number 
of FWQ stars* will still be attributed. 
 

2.12 NS, DNS, DNF, DQ  
NS : No Score does not apply in North America. Judges continue to score. 
 
Tied For Last Place rule. This means in the following that Riders still earn the points of the 
last placed rider. For example, in an event’s final day with 20 riders in which 4 riders did not 
finish, the 4 riders are tied in 20th place and all will score the points of 20th place. 
 
DNS : A rider inscribed for the event but failing to appear at the start will get a DNS (Did Not 
Start) on the final ranking list. He will not receive any ranking points if it happened on qualifying 
day but he will be tied for last place after all NS and DNF if it happened on the finals day. (If 
someone qualified for the finals but can’t compete the next day in case of injury, he should still 
get the points of last place on final day). 
 
DNF : A rider who can’t finish his run in case of injury will get a DNF (did not finish) on the 
final ranking list. He will be tied for last place. 
 
DQ : A Rider receiving a DQ will be ranked last, after all NS, DNF and DNS and will not 
score any points. A rider could be DQ (Disqualified) if:  

1. Executes an inverted maneuver when not permitted by Event Host.  
2. Entering the finish area in a manner that affects spectators, crew or personal safety.  
3. Rides through a closed area or exits the clearly marked venue boundaries.  
4. Appears at the start without mandatory gear specified for the event by the Event Host.  
5. A rider who does not cross the finish line with both skis will receive a DQ. The ski 

doesn’t have to be on the foot of the athlete and can be carried across the finish line to 
not receive a DQ.  

6. Infractions of venue inspection rules during inspection, such as violating terrain 
enhancement rule of the day, riding fast or recklessly, sessioning a line or hitting 
jump/drops or any features.  



7. The Head Judge has the right to DQ a Rider for breaking any IFSA rules, resort or host 
venue rules, and for poor sportsmanship.  

8. If the organizer decides to close the venue (to maintain a snow condition) prior to the 
event and a rider skiers the venue, the organizer has the right to DQ the rider. 
  

TDQ: Each course is assigned a generous time limit by the judges after the forerunners. 
The time limit must be communicated to the starter and to the athletes. Competitors who do 
not cross the finish line in the allotted time will receive a time disqualification. 
 
You have to have a score to be on the podium. In case we have less than 3 riders with scores, 
we could have a podium with just one or two riders. If all riders lose a ski during their run, there 
will be no winner. All the riders will score last position ranking points. (Example: all riders earn 
the points of 7th place in an event where 7 riders started and all lost skis.) 
 
2.13 Weather Rule.  

1. If judges are separated throughout the venue, due to the length of the venue or 
weather, radios must be used to establish a clear venue with each judge announcing 
“venue clear”.  

2. If judges are separated throughout the venue, each judge will score all 
categories, including line in their respective zone.  

3. The technical director and head judge may cancel a run or day due to weather and /or 
visibility. The announcement of cancellation should be performed at the completion of an 
entire run or before the start of a run.  

4. If the circumstance arises when it it is necessary to cancel the remaining riders in a 
division part way through the field, the technical director will be allowed to resume 
competition the following day in the same order as the previous day by running the 
entire division.  

5. If weather doesn’t permit a second day or doesn’t allow completion of the first day, the 
organizer and the technical director will decide how the format will proceed. 
Possibilities include: 

 
Qualification day and final day format:  
• In case of bad weather not permitting completion of the final run and if more than 

2/3 of the riders per category have accomplished their descent, the race is 
validated. The riders who couldn’t start will be ranked after the judged riders, 
according to their ranking on qualification day.  

• In case of bad weather not permitting completion of the final run and less than 2/3 
of the riders per category have accomplished their descent, the final is cancelled 
and the results of this FWQ event is based on qualification day, with 1* less value.  

• In case of bad weather not permitting completion of the qualification run and if more 
than 2/3 of the riders per category have accomplished their descent, the race could 
be validated if the weather does not allow a second competition day.  



o c1) If a second competition day is possible with a long enough 
weather window, the best decision is to re-run the entire 
qualification run.  

o c2) If a second competition day is possible with a short weather 
window, the best decision is to run only the riders who didn’t start 
on day 1 and combine the 2 days to have one qualification 
ranking. Then on the next possible day within the weather 
window, have the final run. Again, if no other day of competition is 
possible, the combined day1 / day2 results could be the final 
result. 

 
Day 1 and Day 2 combined format 

• In case of bad weather not allowing to finish day 2, Day 1 result will be the final result but 
with 1* less value. 

• In case of bad weather not allowing to finish Day 1 and if more than 2/3 of the riders per 
category have accomplished their descent, the race could be validated if the weather 
does not allow a second competition day.  

o b1) If a second competition day is possible with a long enough weather window, 
the best decision is to re-run the entire field of Day If a second competition day is 
possible with a short weather window, the best decision is to run only the riders 
who didn’t start on day 1 and combine the 2 days to have one ranking. 

• Then on the next possible day within the weather window, have a day 2. Again, if no 
other day of competition is possible, the day1 results could be the final result. 

 
2.14 Cancellation and refund  

1. If an event is to be cancelled, the event organizer must give 2 weeks’ notice.  
2. Scenario 1: If the Organizer has to cancel the event prior to arrival of the riders due to 

lack of snow, the event Organizer will refund each rider 50% of the registration fee.  
3. Scenario 2: If the Organizer has to cancel the event because it could not be held 

during the weather window because of bad weather / too much wind / heavy snowfall 
/... the Organizer will refund each rider 0% of the registration fee.  

4. Scenario 3: If a competition has started but has to be cancelled (for any reason) and 
cannot be rerun during the weather period, there will be no registration refund.  

5. Scenario 4: If organizer has to reschedule the event and the rider cannot attend, the rider 
may cancel as per the cancellation agreement at the time of booking the event.  

6. Scenario 5: If rider wishes to cancel, the rider may cancel as per the cancellation 
agreement at the time of booking the event. 

 
2.15 Training on Competition Venues  

1. The Event Organizer may choose to close the competition venue(s) 30 days prior to the 
event or latest after the last snowfall.  

2. If competitors were to be seen riding the competition venue(s) after the time the 
Organizer decided to close it, and it is clearly marked and communicated, the 
Organizer has the right to disqualify these riders.  

3. Riding the competition venue(s) before they are officially closed is permitted.  
4. Riders will be granted at least one inspection run on the venue. 



5. One venue inspection option is mandatory for all athletes at all events.  
6. During inspection athletes must be aware of everyone else around them.  
7. Slow riding is mandatory during venue inspection.  
8. The technical director and/or any judge may disqualify a competitor from the 

competition for riding fast or reckless during inspection.  
9. Athletes may not session a line during inspection or jump/drop any features on the 

venue. In blind areas, it is advised that athletes verbally announce themselves to 
make others aware of their presence. 

10. Athletes are to be respectful of fellow athletes, coaches and officials during inspection 
as this accounts for the highest level of traffic on the venue. 

11. Infractions of inspection rules may result in disqualification from the event. 
 
2.16 Riders Meeting  

1. Riders must attend mandatory meetings and other mandatory events.  
2. The technical director, head judge and event organizer are responsible for all 

athlete meetings. The Head Judge must attend and speak at all rider meetings.  
3. Meeting are held the day before/morning of the competition and are mandatory for 

all riders.  
4. The meetings are mandatory for insurance reasons and everyone’s safety. A meeting 

may include discussions of, but not limited to, snow conditions, potential closed areas 
on the venue, access route to the start, event schedule or mandatory safety gear. 

 
2.17 National Series  

1. Nations with a minimum of 3 IFSA/FWQ events will have a national ranking.  
2. National ranking will cumulate FWQ points scored by national riders.  
3. Only riders from the specified nation will be ranked.  
4. Riders can compete in as many events as they want. All results count. 

 
3. FWT 
 

1. In 2018, there will be 5 FWT events. A first cut is made after the 3rd event. All 3 
results will count for the cut and the best 16 ski men, 8 snowboard men, 7 ski women 
and 5 snowboard women will qualify for the 4th event. 

2. These riders will be qualified for the 2019 season except in the snowboard 
women category, where only the top 4 girls will be qualified for the 2019 season.  

3. Another cut will be made after the 4th event, using the best 3 results out of 4 events and 
the top 12 ski men, 6 snowboard men, 6 ski women and 4 snowboard women will qualify 
for the Finals. 

 
3.2 FWT Ranking  
1. All riders qualified for the Final will have a fourth result counting for the final FWT ranking. 

After the Final, the Freeride World Champion titles will be awarded taking the 4 best 
results from the 5 FWT stops.  

2. Riders competing in the Final will receive the same value in points as the other FWT events.  
3. The final FWT World Ranking will have riders with 4 results and riders with 3 results only. 



 
4. The Final could be one of these 4 results but if a qualified rider misses the Final, she will 

be ranked according to her 4 results out of the first 4 stops.  
5. In case one of the 3 first events are cancelled, the cut for the 4th event will be made using 

2 results. The final ranking will count the best 3 results out of 4 events. If the 4th event is 
cancelled, 3 results will count for the final ranking.  

6. In case 2 events are cancelled, the cut will be made using only 1 result. The final ranking will 
count all 3 results. If 3 events are cancelled, only 2 results will count for the final ranking.  

7. In case the first 3 events are cancelled, the previous year’s ranking will be used to decide 
which riders are cut. All FWT riders from the previous year will be qualified.  

8. The remaining snowboard woman spot will be drawn between the 2 FWQ winners by 
flipping a coin. If a qualified FWT rider cannot come to the 4th event, his place will be 
attributed to FWQ qualified riders by flipping a coin between Region 1 and Region 2 
FWQ tour winners. The same system will be used if more than one place per discipline 
and gender is open.  

9. Tour wild cards and injury wild cards are last to be invited in this scenario. 
 
3.3 Tour Ranking ties  

1. Ties will be split only for top 3 ranked riders.  
2. The split will be made accordingly:  

1. Best Final result  
2. 5th FWT result  
3. Number of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places  
4. In case of perfect tie, riders will be tied at 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place 

 
3.4 Qualifications  

1. In the FWT tour, the top 16 Ski Men, 8 Snowboard Men, 7 Ski Women and 4 Snowboard 
Women will be qualified.  

2. If a qualified rider retires or can’t compete because of injury or any other reason at the 
time he receives his invitation for the tour, his spot is given to the next rider on the FWT 
ranking list. If a qualified rider confirms her participation to the Tour but gets injured or 
decides not to compete before the season begins, her spot will not go to the next rider 
on the list. It will be decided by the FWT management whether this rider will be 
replaced or not and by whom. 

 
3.5 Qualification Ties  

1. In case of ties at the 16th place Ski or 8th place Snowboard for men and 7th place Ski or 
5th place Snowboard for women before the 4th competition, the ties split will be made 
accordingly:  
1. By comparing the number of 1st, 2nd or 3rd places.  
2. In case of perfect tie, tied riders will be qualified for the following season and 

will attend the 4th competition.  
2. In case of ties at the 12th place Ski or 6th place Snowboard for men and 6th place Ski 

or 4th place Snowboard for women before the Final, the ties split will be made 
accordingly: 



1. By comparing the best 4th result if there is one.  
2. By comparing the number of 1st, 2nd, or 3rd places.  
3. In case of perfect tie, tied riders will be qualified for the Final. 

 
3.6 Wild Cards  
There will be 3 types of wild cards. The Tour wild cards given to riders committed to follow 
the whole Tour, local organizer wild card given to riders for one event only and injury wild 
cards given to riders injured during the season. 
 
3.7 Tour Wild Card  
Tour Wild Cards in each category can be distributed each season. These are marketing 
wild cards distributed to help FWT market the Tour for the benefit of all in the end. They 
follow various criteria such as: 
 
- Nationality (making sure we have athletes from key marketing countries on the Tour)  
- Returning from injury (athletes with high media potential coming back from injury)  
- Name (famous athlete from the freestyle or racing scene who wish to try Freeride) 
 
Of course, the 3 criteria above are not sufficient if FWT Management doesn’t believe that 
the level of the rider is appropriate. 
 
3.8 Local Organizer Wild Card  
There will be up to 2 local organizer wild cards per event and per discipline. Riders awarded 
these wild cards can only attend one event and will therefore not have a chance to qualify for 
the following FWT season. These wild cards are given to help the local organizer with special 
media needs. Local organizer wild cards can earn prize money and can be on the podium and 
will score FWT points. 
 
3.9 Injury Wild Cards  
There will be up to 2 injury wild cards given by the Tour. Only riders who are missing 1 or more 
events due to injury can be eligible for an injury wild card. Riders who are hurt at the last event are 
not eligible. FWT will propose to the PFB which rider should receive the injury wild cards in the case 
of more than two riders being injured the same season and will argue why these riders should get 
them. The board will either validate FWT’s choice or ask FWT to review their choice. 
 
3.10 FWT License:  
In order to compete at one or all events, every rider, including wildcards will have to acquire 
a yearly license. 
 
FWT PRO license ($50) 
 

1. Generating a unique number per athlete, avoiding spelling mistakes on starting lists 
and rankings.  

2. Automated registration window for all FWQ and FWT events on FWT website.  
3. Automated update of seeding and ranking list. 



 
4. Possibility to register / take part in the FWQ Tour.  
5. A personal webpage per athlete on FWT website, with possibility to upload pictures, 

video links, sponsors, short bio, best results for your: sponsors, medias, fans, 
friends, events, etc. 

 
3.11 FWQ for FWT riders  
FWT riders will have starting places secured on FWQ events until 21 days prior to the event. 
Every FWT rider will have to register for each FWQ event he wants to enter. If the FWQ stop 
consists of a qualification and a final, FWT riders will have to enter both. 
 
3.12 Weather Conditions or Accident  
If the competition is stopped due to weather conditions or any other happening (decision 
taken by Competition Director after consulting with the Head-Judges and the Head of 
Security), the Event Organizer CAN validate the competition results if 2/3 of the competitors 
have started. 
 
For the avoidance of doubts, if the weather waiting period and weather forecasts present 
additional alternatives, AND if the event budget allows, the Event Organizer may decide to 
organize a rerun of all competitors. This decision is at the Event Organizer's sole discretion, 
after consulting with the difference sources including weather forecasts, PFB, etc. 
 
In the case of a rerun, the results of the cancelled day are not taken into consideration. In case 
of a serious accident, the Event Organizer may decide, at his sole discretion, not to validate the 
competition results even if 2/3 of the competitors have started. 
 
In case of an event validated with only 2/3rd of the field down, the riders who couldn’t ride will 
get as result, the average of their last 2 results. If this happens at the first event of the season, 
the awarded result will be the average of the next two results. If it happens at the second 
event, the rider will be awarded the average points from the first and the 3rd event. 
 
3.13 NS, DNS, DNF, DQ  
NS : A rider who loses a ski during his run will get a NS (No Score) on the final ranking list. A 
snowboarder who has to take off his board or unbuckle one foot at any time during the run 
will get a NS. If the finish line is hard to access without pushing, snowboarders will be allowed 
to take off one foot or their board without earning a NS.  
All riders who are NS are ranked tied at the last place but are still getting the FWT/FWQ 
ranking points of the last placed rider. In an event with 20 riders in which 4 riders lost a ski or 
didn’t finish, the 4 riders are tied in 20th place and all will score the points of 20th place. 
 
DNS : A rider inscribed for the event but not showing up at the start will get a DNS (Did Not 
Start) on the final ranking list. He will not receive any ranking points if it happened on 
qualifying day but he will get the points of the last ranked rider after all NS and DNF if it 
happened on final day. (Example: if someone qualified for the finals but can’t compete the 
next day in case of injury, he should still get the points of last place on final day) In an event’s 



final day with 20 riders in which 4 riders did not start, the 4 riders are tied in 20th place and all 
will score the points of 20th place.  
DNF : A rider who can’t finish her run in case of injury will get a DNF (Did Not  Finish) on the 
final ranking list. She will get the points of the last ranked rider tied with all NS. (Example: in an 
event with 20 riders in which 4 riders lost a ski or didn’t finish, the 4 riders are tied in 20th place 
and all will score the points of 20th place.)  
DQ : A rider could be DQ (Disqualified) if he rides through a closed area or 
shows up at the start without mandatory gear such as helmet, back protection, 
avalanche transceiver, backpack with shovel and probe, and harness if 
specified for the event. He will be ranked last, after all NS, DNF and DNS and 
will not score any points. 
 
You have to have a score to be on the podium. In case we have less than 3 
riders with scores, we could have a podium with one or two riders only. If all 
riders lose a ski during their run, there will be no winner. All the riders will 
score last position ranking points. (Example: all riders earn the points of 7th 
place in an event with 7 riders at the start who all lost a ski.) 
 
3.14 Injury/Pregnancy and Frozen Points  

At FWT level, points cannot be frozen. Injured riders have 4 ways to qualify for the 
following FWT season:  

1. Their ranking at the time of the cut for the 4th event is high 
enough to make the cut. Their FWQ ranking is high enough to be 
qualified for their region  
3. They receive a FWT tour wild card from FWT management  
4. They receive an injury wild card 

 
If the rider is not qualified for the following FWT season, she will be 
able to enter top level FWQ events as her spot will be secured at the 
top of the seeding list, ranked between FWT riders and FWQ riders. 

 
 
3.15 Training on Competition Venues  

The FWT Organizer shall close the competition venue(s) 30 days 
prior to the event or latest after the last snowfall. If competitors were 
to be seen riding the competition venue(s) after the time the 
Organizer decided to close it, and it is clearly marked and 
communicated, the Organizer has the right to disqualify these riders. 
Riding the competition venue(s) before they are officially closed is 
permitted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



4. FWT / FWQ POINTS SYSTEM 
 

4.1 Ski Men 
 

FWQ 4**** FWQ 3*** FWQ 2** FWQ 1* 
ranking points ranking points ranking points ranking points 

1 2500 1 1100 1 600 1 320 
2 2200 2 900 2 450 2 230 
3 1950 3 700 3 350 3 185 
4 1750 4 590 4 290 4 150 
5 1550 5 510 5 250 5 130 
6 1400 6 445 6 220 6 115 
7 1300 7 390 7 200 7 110 
8 1200 8 350 8 185 8 102 
9 1100 9 320 9 175 9 100 

10 1000 10 295 10 167 10 99 
11 900 11 275 11 160 11 98 
12 800 12 260 12 153 12 97 
13 700 13 250 13 147 13 96 
14 600 14 241 14 141 14 95 
15 500 15 233 15 136 15 94 
16 450 16 226 16 131 16 93 
17 400 17 220 17 127 17 92 
18 350 18 215 18 123 18 91 
19 330 19 211 19 120 19 90 
20 310 20 208 20 117 20 89 
21 290 21 206 21 114 21 88 
22 275 22 204 22 112 22 87 
23 260 23 202 23 110 23 86 
24 250 24 200 24 108 24 85 
25 240 25 198 25 106 25 84 
26 235 26 196 26 104 26 83 
27 230 27 194 27 102 27 82 
28 225 28 192 28 100 28 81 
29 220 29 190 29 98 29 80 
30 215 30 188 30 96 30 79 
31 210 31 186 31 94 31 78 
32 205 32 184 32 92 32 77 
33 200 33 182 33 91 33 76 
34 198 34 180 34 90 34 75 
35 196 35 178 35 89 35 74 
36 194 36 176 36 88 36 73 
37 192 37 174 37 87 37 72 
38 190 38 172 38 86 38 71 
39 188 39 170 39 85 39 70 
40 186 40 168 40 84 40 69 
41 184 41 166 41 83 41 68 
42 182 42 164 42 82 42 67 
43 180 43 162 43 81 43 66 



FWQ 4**** FWQ 3*** FWQ 2** FWQ 1* 
44 178 44 160 44 80 44 65 
45 176 45 158 45 79 45 64 
46 174 46 156 46 78 46 63 
47 172 47 154 47 77 47 62 
48 170 48 152 48 76 48 61 
49 168 49 150 49 75 49 60 
50 166 50 148 50 74 50 59 
51 164 51 146 51 73 51 58 
52 162 52 144 52 72 52 57 
53 160 53 142 53 71 53 56 
54 158 54 140 54 70 54 55 
55 156 55 138 55 69 55 54 
56 154 56 136 56 68 56 53 
57 152 57 134 57 67 57 52 
58 150 58 132 58 66 58 51 
59 148 59 130 59 65 59 50 
60 146 60 128 60 64 60 49 
61 144 61 126 61 63 61 48 
62 142 62 124 62 62 62 47 
63 140 63 122 63 61 63 46 
64 138 64 120 64 60 64 45 
65 136 65 118 65 59 65 44 
66 134 66 116 66 58 66 43 
67 132 67 114 67 57 67 42 
68 130 68 112 68 56 68 41 
69 128 69 110 69 55 69 40 
70 126 70 108 70 54 70 39 
71 124 71 106 71 53 71 38 
72 122 72 104 72 52 72 37 
73 120 73 102 73 51 73 36 
74 118 74 100 74 50 74 35 
75 116 75 98 75 49 75 34 
76 114 76 96 76 48 76 33 
77 112 77 94 77 47 77 32 
78 110 78 92 78 46 78 31 
79 108 79 90 79 45 79 30 
80 106 80 88 80 44 80 29 
81 104 81 86 81 43 81 28 
82 102 82 84 82 42 82 27 
83 100 83 82 83 41 83 26 
84 98 84 80 84 40 84 25 
85 96 85 78 85 39 85 24 
86 94 86 76 86 38 86 23 
87 92 87 74 87 37 87 22 
88 90 88 72 88 36 88 21 
89 88 89 70 89 35 89 20 
90 86 90 68 90 34 90 19 



FWQ 4**** FWQ 3*** FWQ 2** FWQ 1* 
91 84 91 66 91 33 91 18 
92 82 92 64 92 32 92 17 
93 80 93 62 93 31 93 16 
94 78 94 60 94 30 94 15 
95 76 95 58 95 29 95 14 
96 74 96 56 96 28 96 13 
97 72 97 54 97 27 97 12 
98 70 98 52 98 26 98 11 
99 68 99 50 99 25 99 10 

100 66 100 48 100 24 100 9 
4.2 Ski Women, Snowboard Men 
	

FWQ 4**** FWQ 3*** FWQ 2** FWQ 1* 
ranking points ranking points ranking points ranking points 

1 2500 1 1100 1 600 1 320 
2 2100 2 900 2 450 2 230 
3 1800 3 700 3 350 3 185 
4 1550 4 590 4 290 4 150 
5 1300 5 510 5 250 5 130 
6 1100 6 445 6 220 6 115 
7 900 7 390 7 200 7 110 
8 750 8 360 8 185 8 95 
9 600 9 330 9 170 9 90 

10 500 10 305 10 160 10 85 
11 400 11 280 11 150 11 80 
12 350 12 260 12 140 12 75 
13 300 13 240 13 130 13 71 
14 270 14 220 14 120 14 68 
15 240 15 200 15 115 15 65 
16 210 16 185 16 110 16 62 
17 190 17 170 17 105 17 59 
18 175 18 155 18 100 18 56 
19 160 19 140 19 95 19 53 
20 150 20 130 20 90 20 50 
21 140 21 120 21 85 21 47 
22 135 22 115 22 80 22 44 
23 130 23 110 23 75 23 41 
24 125 24 105 24 70 24 39 
25 120 25 100 25 65 25 37 
26 115 26 95 26 60 26 35 
27 110 27 90 27 56 27 33 
28 105 28 85 28 52 28 31 
29 100 29 80 29 49 29 29 
30 95 30 75 30 46 30 27 
31 90 31 70 31 43 31 25 
32 85 32 65 32 40 32 23 
33 81 33 61 33 38 33 21 



FWQ 4**** FWQ 3*** FWQ 2** FWQ 1* 
34 77 34 57 34 36 34 19 
35 73 35 53 35 34 35 17 
36 69 36 49 36 32 36 15 
37 65 37 45 37 30 37 14 
38 62 38 42 38 28 38 13 
39 59 39 39 39 26 39 12 
40 56 40 36 40 24 40 11 
41 53 41 33 41 22 41 10 
42 50 42 30 42 20 42 9 
43 47 43 27 43 18 43 8 
44 44 44 24 44 16 44 7 
45 41 45 21 45 14 45 6 
46 38 46 18 46 12 46 5 
47 35 47 15 47 10 47 4 
48 32 48 12 48 8 48 3 
49 30 49 10 49 6 49 2 
50 28 50 8 50 4 50 1 
51 27 51 7 51 3 51 1 
52 26 52 6 52 2 52 1 
53 25 53 5 53 1 53 1 
54 24 54 4 54 1 54 1 
55 23 55 3 55 1 55 1 
56 22 56 2 56 1 56 1 
57 21 57 1 57 1 57 1 
58 20 58 1 58 1 58 1 
59 19 59 1 59 1 59 1 

	
	
4.3 Snowboard Women 
 

FWQ 4**** FWQ 3*** FWQ 2** FWQ 1* 
ranking points ranking points ranking points ranking points 

1 2500 1 1100 1 600 1 320 
2 1900 2 900 2 450 2 230 
3 1400 3 700 3 350 3 185 
4 1000 4 590 4 290 4 150 
5 700 5 510 5 250 5 130 
6 500 6 445 6 220 6 115 
7 450 7 390 7 200 7 110 
8 400 8 360 8 185 8 95 
9 370 9 330 9 170 9 90 

10 345 10 305 10 160 10 85 
11 320 11 280 11 150 11 80 
12 300 12 260 12 140 12 75 
13 280 13 240 13 130 13 71 
14 260 14 220 14 120 14 68 
15 240 15 200 15 115 15 65 



FWQ 4**** FWQ 3*** FWQ 2** FWQ 1* 
16 225 16 185 16 110 16 62 
17 210 17 170 17 105 17 59 
18 195 18 155 18 100 18 56 
19 180 19 140 19 95 19 53 
20 170 20 130 20 90 20 50 
21 160 21 120 21 85 21 47 
22 155 22 115 22 80 22 44 
23 150 23 110 23 75 23 41 
24 145 24 105 24 70 24 39 
25 140 25 100 25 65 25 37 
26 135 26 95 26 60 26 35 
27 130 27 90 27 56 27 33 
28 125 28 85 28 52 28 31 
29 120 29 80 29 49 29 29 
30 115 30 75 30 46 30 27 
31 110 31 70 31 43 31 25 
32 105 32 65 32 40 32 23 
33 100 33 61 33 38 33 21 
34 95 34 57 34 36 34 19 
35 90 35 53 35 34 35 17 
36 85 36 49 36 32 36 15 
37 80 37 45 37 30 37 14 
38 75 38 42 38 28 38 13 
39 70 39 39 39 26 39 12 
40 65 40 36 40 24 40 11 

	
	

Part 2- Rules & Tools: JUDGING 
5. JUDGING CRITERIA  
1. Riders will be scored on the IFSA’s 5 criteria system. 
2. Judges will score in each of the 5 categories (Line, Control, Technique, Fluidity, 

Style/Energy) giving the rider a 0-10 score in each category. Each category score is added 
together to get the athlete’s total score. Then each judge’s score is added and averaged 
giving the Final Score of the run. 

3. Judge Certification 
o Can I be an official judge for the IFSA/FWQ events? yes. 
o If you are interested in learning how to judge, we offer on hill judge shadowing, 

periodic seminars as well online webinars. For those interested in becoming an 
IFSA/FWQ judge please visit the Judge Certification page on www.freeskiers.org 
for information regarding training opportunities. 
 

6.  JUDGING MANUAL  
6.1 Judging Overview  

1. There will be a total of at least 2 judges and 1 Head judge during the competition.  
2. Judges will judge all 5 categories.  
3. Judges will score competitor immediately following the competitor’s run.  
4. All Categories are judged on a scale of 1 to 10 (Lowest to Highest).  



5. 0 (zero) is only used in the case of Time Dis-qualification (TDQ.)  
6. Scores will be determined as an average of all judge’s scores not to exceed 50 points.  
7. The judges will inspect every run and discuss possible routes and conditions.  
8. Judges will also discuss the forerunners' runs and the scoring of their runs.  
9. When the first competitor starts, discussions will be at a minimum.  
10. Judges shall not be biased. 

 
6.2 Judging Panel 

Each FWQ/IFSA contest will have one head judge and at least two other judges. If 
possible there will be one for skiing and one for snowboarding. Judges will score in each 
of the five categories (Line, Control, Technique, Fluidity, Style/Energy) giving the rider a 
0-10 score in each category. Each category score is added together to get the athlete’s 
total score. Then each judge’s score is added then averaged giving the Final Score of 
the run. 

 
6.2.1 Head Judges  

1. The role of the head judge is to create line score, make sure other judges are staying 
consistent within their range of scores, and manage the activities of the other judges. 

2. The head judge should set the tone of every event in regards to safety, 
including severely penalizing athletes for poor decision making and/or execution 
in the development/performance of their line.  

3. The head judge ensures that the judging panel is communicating and discussing 
the runs of each athlete.  

4. The head judge in conjunction with technical director, will decide athlete cuts for the 
successive competition rounds. All cuts shall be discussed with the judge panel to 
assure fair and natural cuts are made.  

5. The head judge is responsible for knowing, understanding, and following the 
IFSA handbook and Region 2 Rules & Tools  

6. The head judge should be an expert on the execution of IFSA judging standards as 
well as rules associated with competition.  

7. The head judge has the right to disqualify an athlete for breaking any IFSA rules, 
resort or host venue rules and for poor sportsmanship.  

8. The head judge must attend and speak at all athlete meetings, help with venue selection 
and related closures, and be one of the monitors of safety while judging.  

9. The head judge has the control to cancel an event if found unsafe once the competition 
has started. 
 

6.2.2 Judges  
1. Judges work under the direction of the head judge and give a well-rounded perspective 

of each athletes run.  
2. Judges are advocates for safety under the direction of the head judge.  
3. Judges are responsible for working with the head judge to determine a score for each 

athlete.  
4. Judges may fill in for the head judge at athlete meetings if necessity requires.  



5. Judges are responsible for knowing, understanding, and following the IFSA 
Handbook and Region 2 Rules.  

6. Judges may be coaches; however, the coach must not have any athletes participating 
in an event they are judging to avoid conflict of interest. 

 
6.3 Five Category System  

1. Line Choice: Each competitor chooses his/her line or route down the course. High 
scores are given for choosing difficult routes. Difficulty is determined by steepness, 
exposure, air, snow and course conditions.  

2. Control: Competitors must remain in control at all times. Any loss of control will result in 
a lower score. Skillful recoveries will reduce penalties.  

3. Fluidity: Constant direction towards a goal. This includes continuity, pace, and 
smooth transitions between sections of the course. Falling or stopping can have a 
negative impact in this category.  

4. Technique: Competitors are judged on style and turn quality relating to big 
mountain freeriding.  

5. Style & Energy: This encompasses the pace, energy and creativity with which a 
competitor attacks or descends his/her chosen line or route. Style focuses on 
freestyle execution of maneuvers. 

 
6.4 Format  

1. Line choice score will be established by the head judge and verified by the rest of the 
judging panel. Line choice is not relative to how it is ridden. Line Choice is the difficulty 
of the terrain. All other scores are directly related to Line Choice score.  

2. Scores in the other categories control, fluidity, technique, and style & energy may 
only exceed the line score by 3 points.  

3. Falling and unsuccessfully landing jumps, cliff drops or airs of any kind will have 
a significant negative impact on judging categories control, fluidity and technique.  

4. Tricks, and freestyle maneuvers may be awarded in style & energy, technique, fluidity 
and control categories. Juniors may only go 3 above in these categories.  

5. Control is the second category judged. If a competitor loses control in a no fall zone, 
as determined by the head judge, scores in the remaining categories will not exceed 
the Control points by 2 points.  

6. No fall zones are not allowed in junior events. If an area has enough consequence to be 
considered a no fall zone it should be closed to juniors.  

7. The technical director with input from the head judge will make competitor cuts after 
every run.  

8. Inverted aerials are up to the discretion of the host site/organizer for Adult competitions.  
9. Inverted aerials are not permitted in Junior competitions.  
10. Judging continues into the finish area. Competitors must come to a controlled stop in 

the finish area, falling or entering the finish area out of control will be scored as a loss of 
control and will negatively affect all other scoring categories other than line.  

11. Competitors will not enter the finish area in a manner that affects spectators, crew 
or personal safety.  



12. Competitors must finish their run in the finish area and time will not stop until the 
athlete does so.  

13. Starting positions will be determined by a random sort and not reflect the number 
assigned.  

14. A competitor will be disqualified for riding in a closed zone. The competitor will 
be notified of a disqualification by the Host/TD or other event official.  

15. Each course is assigned a generous time limit by the judges after the forerunners. The 
time limit must be communicated to the starter and to the athletes. Competitors who do 
not cross the finish line in the allotted time will receive a time disqualification (TDQ).  

16. Competitors who do not cross the finish line with both skis will be disqualified. The ski 
doesn’t have to be on the foot of the athlete and can be carried across the finish line.  

17. Poles, goggles, helmet cams, etc. may be left behind on venue without penalty.  
18. If judges are separated throughout the venue, due to the length of a venue or weather, 

radios must be used to establish a clear venue with each judge announcing “Venue 
Clear”.  

19. If judges are separated throughout the venue, each judge will score all 
categories, including line in their respective zone.  

20. Judges will give the competitor scores to a scorekeeper throughout the competition 
for score tabulation.  

21. All decisions made by the judges are final and may not be protested. Scores are 
reviewed at the end of the day before they are made public. This is to identify any 
clerical errors. Scores may not be changed based on preference or subjectivity.  

22. The technical director and head judge may cancel a run or day due to weather and/or 
visibility. The announcement of cancellation should be performed at the completion of an 
entire run or before the start of a run.  

23. If the circumstance arises that it is necessary to cancel the remaining athletes in a 
division part way through the field, the technical director will be allowed to resume 
competition the following day in the same order as the previous day by running the entire 
division. 
 

6.5 Score Sheets  
1. Riders will be scored on the IFSA’s 5 criteria system.  
2. Judges will score in each of the five categories (Line, Control, Technique, Fluidity, 

Style/Energy) giving the rider a 0-10 score in each category. Each category score is 
added together to get the athlete’s total score. Then each judge’s score is added and 
averaged giving the Final Score of the run.  

3. Judges will use scoresheets given to them by Event Organizer. Once fully filled 
out, scoresheets are presented to an assigned scorekeeper for collection.  

4. It is beneficial for a judge to fill out the ‘notes’ portion of the IFSA scoresheet. This will 
help when discussing lines with athletes and relay exactly what each judge noted during 
the event. 

 
6.6 Judge Responsibilities  

1. Judges determine the easiest possible route down the venue to establish a 
baseline score. 



 
2. Judges determine the most difficult possible route down the venue.  
3. Judges estimate potential common routes and potential use of terrain features. 
4. Judges determine NO FALL ZONES.  
5. Judges will inspect each venue together to discuss conditions and possible routes.  
6. Judges will discuss forerunner lines and the scoring of their runs.  
7. Judges will agree on a venue time limit and will communicate this to the starter and 

athletes.  
8. Scores by the judges are final and no competitor may protest to the judges. 

Protests may be granted for visibility and other impediments while the competitor is 
on the course. 

 
6.7 Judges Briefing & Debriefing  

1. Judges should attempt to be at the competition site at least one day prior to the first 
possible competition day. On top of the briefing by the head judge and the organizers 
they will visit the competition site, the judges tent location, study the venue and 
inform themselves about the snow conditions.  

2. Looking at the venue before a competition, judges with the head-judge should imagine 
and evaluate possible lines in order to be able to decide, on contest day, from the first 
rider on, if he just saw an easy, medium or difficult line.  

3. Judges should be present at the riders meeting the day before the contest to present 
themselves to the riders.  

4. The head judge organizes a post-contest debriefing with his team in order to improve 
their performance in future competitions.  

5. The head judge and the judges stay at the disposal of the riders to answer questions.  
6. The head judge stays at the disposal of the media, parents, coaches, athletes to 

explain the judging system and comment on riders’ scores.  
7. The head judge then sends a brief summary of his evaluation of the competition and 

comments on the judging to the IFSA Senior Head Judge which will help improve the 
judging system in general. 

 
6.8 Equipment & Necessities  

Judges will need to be fully prepared for anything throughout a long day of judging.  
Essentials that a judge may need throughout the day are:  

1. Scorekeeper with Score Sheets  
2. Stopwatch  
3. Calculator/Computer  
4. Lots of pens/pencils  
5. Radio Communication  
6. Water & Snacks  
7. Heating Pads (If Weather Necessitates)  
8. Binoculars  
9. Warmth: puffy & sleeping pad, hand warmers, etc.  
10. Sunscreen  
11. Sunglasses 



6.9 Code of Conduct  
1. No drinking alcohol or drug use while judging.  
2. Be available to talk with riders.  
3. Be friendly.  
4. Be approachable.  
5. Be consistent, fair and not bias.  
6. Judges may be coaches; however, the coach must not have any of the riders 

they coach participating in the event they are judging to avoid any conflicts of 
interest. 

 
6.10 NS, DNS, DNF, DQ  
NS : No Score does not apply in North America. Judges continue to score. 
 
Tied for last place rule. This means in the following that Riders still earn the points of the last 
placed rider. For example, in an event’s final day with 20 riders in which 4 riders did not start, 
the 4 riders are tied in 20th place and all will score the points of 20th place. 
 
DNS : A rider inscribed for the event but not showing up at the start will get a DNS (Did Not 
Start) on the final ranking list. He will not receive any ranking points if it happened on qualifying 
day but he will be tied for last place after all NS and DNF if it happened on final day. (if 
someone qualified for the finals but can’t compete the next day in case of injury, he should still 
get the points of last place on final day). 
 
DNF : A rider who can’t finish his run in the event of injury will get a DNF (Did Not Finish) on 
the final ranking list. She will be tied for last place. 
 
DQ : A Rider receiving a DQ will be ranked last, after all NS, DNF and DNS and will not 
score any points. A rider could be DQ (Disqualified) if;  

1. Does Inverts when not permitted by Event Host  
2. Entering the finish area in a manner that affects spectators, crew or personal safety  
3. Rides through a closed area or goes outside the clearly marked venue boundaries  
4. Shows up at the start without mandatory gear specified for the event by the Event Host  
5. A rider does not cross the finish line with both skis they will receive a DQ. The ski 

doesn’t have to be on the foot of the athlete and can be carried across the finish line to 
not receive a DQ  

6. Infractions of venue inspection rules during inspection, such as violating terrain 
enhancement rule of the day, rides fast or reckless, sessions a line or jump/drops any 
features  

7. The Head Judge has the right to DQ a Rider for breaking any IFSA rules, resort or host 
venue rules and for poor sportsmanship  

8. If the organizer decides to close the venue (to maintain a snow condition) prior to the 
event and a rider skiers the venue, the organizer has the right to DQ the rider 



 
TDQ: Each course is assigned a generous time limit by the judges after the forerunners. 
The time limit must be communicated to the starter and to the athletes. Competitors who do 
not cross the finish line in the allotted time will receive a time disqualification. 
 
7. JUDGES AND HEADJUDGES ROLES see section 6.2 
 
8. CATEGORIES see section 6.3 
 

Part 3 - Rules & Tools: Event Organizers 
9. CALENDAR  

To allow adequate time to plan and prepare travel arrangements by Riders we ask the following:  
1. For the southern hemisphere competitions, the event 

name/dates/location/star rating should be finalized by the end of June.  
2. For the northern hemisphere competitions, the event name/dates/location/star 

rating should be finalized by the end of November. 
 

10. VENUE SELECTION & STAR CRITERIA  
10.1 Venues Number  
Multiple venues are encouraged for multi day events. There should be a venue for 
the Qualification run and two options (A and B) for the final. 

 
10.2 Venues Specifications.  
General guidelines for venue selection  

Some Criteria to consider 1*  2* 3* 4* 5* 
      

       

Minimum vertical drop 100m  150m 250m 300m 350m 
       

Minimum number of distinct lines 3  4 5 6 7 
       

Steep sections from 50 to 30 degrees YES  YES YES YES YES 
       

Viewpoint easily accessible for judges, guests, sponsors       YES  YES YES YES YES 
      

and public       
       

IFSA approval (on site, photos) YES  YES YES YES YES 
       

 
10.3 Venues Pictures  
Pictures of the venue(s) should be published as soon as possible during the winter, even 
pictures from the fall with little/no snow are helpful for riders to pre-select their lines. This 
can include pictures of previous years, but a weekly/monthly update of the current snow 
conditions is preferable. Venues should be identified and mapped (for competitor review) at 
least one day (preferably two days) prior to the to allow for inspection the day before and the 



day of the competition. All closures shall be marked on venue and on competitor maps no 
later than the athlete meeting and prior to the final inspection run. 

 
10.4 Closed Mountain  

1. While pre-event venue closure is encouraged to provide the best possible conditions for 
the riders, IFSA/FWQ Organizers are not required to close the competition venue(s) prior 
to the event unless specified in the event sanction agreement.  

2. Closed venue should be clearly marked with fencing or sign posts.  
3. If competitors were to be seen riding the competition venue(s) after the time the 

Organizer decided to close it, the Organizer has the right to disqualify these 
riders. 

4. Riding the competition venue(s) before official closure is permitted.  
5. IFSA/FWQ Organizers must ensure that no spectator/public/riders could ride/cross the 

competition face during the competition.  
6. Progressive venues should be chosen based on the age groups and disciplines 

participating in the event. Awareness of “secondary hazards” should be exhibited; i.e. 
exposure to a fall on one hazard which could result in a continuation of a fall into/over 
another hazard (rocks, trees, second cliff). A solution may be to close off an upper 
feature when exposure is significant to an additional hazard below. No fall zones and 
areas of significant hazard shall be marked on venue and on all competitor venue 
maps.  

7. The IFSA reserves the right to decline an event application if the venue proposed is not 
appropriate for the participating age group or discipline. The IFSA Board of Directors will 
make this decision. 

 
11. IFSA CONTRACT  

The IFSA/FWQ sanctioning agreements must be signed and returned at the end of 
December for northern hemisphere events. An executed Sanction Agreement is required 
to have an event qualify for ranking. 

 
11.1 IFSA Offers and Expectations of Event Hosts  

1. The IFSA membership fees cover IFSA costs of producing guidelines and event 
documents, creating rules and ranking systems, certifying judges, creating a Judging 
manual and managing an event calendar. Additionally, IFSA provides an 
administration service for Event Organizers, answering many questions related to the 
event until competition day and handling athlete registration.  

2. IFSA grants IFSA/FWQ Event Hosts the right to use the IFSA/FWQ logo to promote 
and sell their event as part of the Freeride World Qualifier Tour.  

3. IFSA offers IFSA/FWQ Event Hosts a platform on the IFSA website with link to the Event  
Host’s own website as well as news, results, pictures and videos of the IFSA/FWQ event 
on the IFSA website www.freeskiers.org  

4. The IFSA/FWQ Event Host is responsible for all cost of the event execution including 
compensation of all judges and event staff. If non-local judges are employed, 
compensation should include travel and per diems for travel, lodging and board.  



5. If prearranged, the IFSA could provide a representative who will come to the event and 
act as a Technical Director(TD) as well as Head-Judge. This TD will support the event 
organizer, athlete meetings, and will help the organizer as needed.  

6. The TD could write an event report for IFSA which will help IFSA and the 
event Organizer to talk about possible improvements and a potential IFSA star 
ranking upgrade.  

7. The Event Host will cover the TD’s fee and if non-local TD is employed, compensation 
should include travel and per diems for travel, lodging and board.  

8. All media and staff are provided with identification credentials. 
 
11.2 Fees Per Star  

1. IFSA does not charge a fee to Event Hosts for the 2018 season. 
 
12. IFSA/FWQ DOCUMENTS  
Once the event is confirmed on the IFSA/FWQ calendar the Organizer will receive access to 
a variety of required and optional documents. These documents can easily be accessed 
online via the Event Host Download Section of the website or the Event Host Dropbox. 
Please contact mailto:info@freeskiers.org?subject=IFSA Event Host Dropbox Access for 
access details.  

1. IFSA Sanctioning Agreement  
2. Advertising (Logo) agreement – included in IFSA Sanctioning Agreement  
3. Media Release agreement – included in IFSA Sanctioning Agreement  
4. Organizer Checklist  
5. IFSA Event Waiver (Note: event host may additionally use their own release as well)  
6. Riders Meeting Checklist  
7. Judging Sheets Template  
8. Result Lists Template format  
9. Security/Safety Protocol Incident report form  
10. Certified Judges List Is available on the IFSA www.freeskiers.org  
11. Event Budget Template 

 
13. IFSA/FWQ LOGO  

1. For Region 2 organizers, direct questions to info@freeskiers.org for validating all FWQ 
logo use. (Posters, flyers, BIB number, winners’ checks, press releases, starting/finish 
gate, website etc.)  

2. The IFSA name and branding is not required in the title or name of any event. Rather 
it should be treated like one of the sponsors of the event in branding and exposure.  

3. Organizers shall follow the CI guidelines on FWQ logo use. 
 
14. COMPETITION FORMAT & EVENT ORGANIZER RESPONSIBILITIES  
IFSA/FWQ events are independently organized and have in common that:  

1. IFSA Events are Big Mountain competitions that have been approved by the IFSA.  
2. They use the IFSA judging method.  
3. IFSA Event applications must be submitted by September 30th each year.  



4. All event applications will be approved as long as IFSA protocols are adhered to. Events 
must reach an IFSA quality level in terms of organization, communication, competition 
format, competition site, safety, and hospitality for the riders and benefit from the 
experience of the IFSA and its advisors.  

5. The event organizer has the right to choose what age groups and disciplines will be 
involved in the event in conjunction with the IFSA.  

6. The event organizer carries all liability of any event they produce and will complete 
all necessary IFSA paperwork.  

7. The event organizer is responsible for hiring and compensation of the technical director.  
8. The event organizer is responsible for ensuring that the technical director is 

properly trained.  
9. The event organizer is responsible for hiring the head judge and judges.  
10. The event organizer is responsible for the compensation of the head judge and judges. 

Guidelines for compensation are provided by the IFSA which include pay rates per day, 
transportation, and accommodations.  

11. The event organizer is responsible for ensuring that the head judge is certified by the 
IFSA.  

12. The event organizer is responsible for properly staffing the event with volunteers or 
paid staff. Paid staff are not employees of the IFSA.  

13. Positions that need to be filled are, but not inclusive to a scorekeeper, registration 
staff, starter, operations staff, announcers, and equipment retrieval team (Ninjas).  

14. The event organizer is responsible for knowing, understanding and following the rules 
and guidelines set forth in the IFSA Handbook and Rules & Tools Region 2. 

 
14.1 Format  

1. Events can be held in one day only, in two days of competition (a qualification day and a 
final day) with a cut after day one, or in two days with both counting for the final ranking, 
with or without a cut after Day 1.  

2. Some events could be held over two days with both scores combined.  
3. The IFSA/FWQ Tour consists of a series of events with different point values from 1* 

to 4* (see point 4). There are multiple series within the IFSA/FWQ tour, an example 
being the Collegiate Freeride Series.  

4. The season starts the 20th of April and will end the 19th of April.  
5. The FWQ ranking will take the 3 best results of each rider during the season.  
6. Riders can compete in an unlimited number of events. 

 
14.2 Natural vs Man-made Venues  
There can be different types of Freeride competitions:  

1. Pure big mountain: The face is untouched and the riders ride it as it is.  
2. Terrain enhanced under special circumstances due to conditions and safety concerns 

may be permitted by the TD may allow for terrain enhancement due to conditions and 
safety concerns but are limited in scope to one of the following -  

• None - No alteration of terrain. 
• Soft - Athletes may alter terrain with equipment on their feet (i.e. sidestepping 

an in-run or landing, moving snow with skis or snowboard still on, very minor 



alterations to terrain) so long as it does not interfere with other athletes’ 
potential line. No shovel work permitted.  

1. Enhancement construction must be completed the day before the event is to 
take place.  

2. Enhancement the day of an event during inspection is grounds 
for disqualification.  

3. If a venue has limited features and/or the conditions dictate, the TD/Host may 
enhance the venue to create a more challenging yet safe venue. Safety must be 
the first concern when altering venues. Athlete participation in shovel or tool 
manipulated terrain is prohibited.  

4. Any level of enhancement will be clearly posted and/or communicated to 
all athletes and coaches by host/TD.  

5. Athlete terrain enhancement during inspection or on the day of the event 
is grounds for Disqualification. 

 
14.3 Qualifications and Finals / Reduced Number of Stars*  

1. There could be various types of event formats:  
o One day 
o Two days with a qualification day and a final day with new score for final day. 
o Two days, combining scores of both days with or without a cut after day one.	                 

2. If an event is made of 2 competition days and, for weather reasons, the finals can’t take 
place, the results of the qualifications will count as final results but the technical director 
may suggest moving the point structure one star less (3* for a 4* event and so on...) The 
Senior Judge would then make the final decision.  

3. If the Technical director knows before the event starts that there will only be one day of 
good weather, he can decide and announce to all riders that instead of one qualification 
run and one final run, or a day 1 and a day 2, there will only be one run for all riders and 
that only run will count as a final result. If he does so, the planned number of FWQ 
stars* will still be attributed. 

 
14.4 Weather Rule 

1. If judges are separated throughout the venue, due to the length of the venue or 
weather, radios must be used to establish a clear venue with each judge announcing 
“venue clear”.  

2. If judges are separated throughout the venue, each judge will score all categories, 
including line in their respective zone.  

3. If weather doesn’t allow to have a second day or doesn’t allow to finish the first day the 
organizer and the Technical director will decide how the format will proceed.  

4. The Technical director and head judge may cancel a run or day due to weather and /or 
visibility. The announcement of cancellation should be performed at the completion of an 
entire run or before the start of a run.  

5. If the circumstance arises that it is necessary to cancel the remaining riders in a division 
part way through the field, the technical director will be allowed to resume competition 
the following day in the same order as the previous day by running the entire division. 
 



15. REGISTRATIONS  
1. Registration for IFSA/FWQ series stops (events) will start in December.  
2. For 3* & 4* events, registration will open 6 weeks prior to the event, and close 4 weeks 

prior, allowing registration for a total of 4 weeks.  
3. Event registration will take place on MemberPro for all 2*, 3* & 4* events. The Events 

menu on the IFSA website www.freeskiers.org will always have the most current event 
information and links to all registration sites. 

4. All 1* events will have an open registration component to them. Invitations to all 2* 
events are based on a lottery system. Registration for the 2* Lottery Pool Waitlist will 
open approximately 6 weeks prior to the event date, remain open for 2 weeks, and close 
4 weeks before the event date. When registration closes, a randomized lottery will be 
conducted to determine the list of invited 2* athletes for each division. Invitations will be 
issued via email within 48 hours of the registration close date. The world seeding list or 
FWQ ranking is NOT a factor in gaining admittance to 2* events. Invitations are awarded 
at random, by lottery to 2* events.  

5. For 1* events, credit cards will be debited immediately. For 2*, 3*, & 4* events, credit 
cards will be authorized for the amount and debited when an athlete’s entry is 
confirmed.  

6. Event results will be tabulate within the MemberPro system to maintain the world 
seeding list.  

7. Pre-qualified/Quota registration may precede open registration in IFSA/FWQ 1* & 2* 
series events.  

8. Start lists for IFSA/FWQ 3* & 4* are processed according to the world seeding list and 
number of starting spots available per event. Open registration to follow if spots remain 
available. Riders will receive a confirmation email that they are selected or not for the 
event they registered for 21 days before the event. Riders will then have 3 days to 
cancel their inscription if they do not wish to compete. Past 3 days, authorized credit 
cards will be debited and the rider will be inscribed and confirmed. If a rider cancels his 
registration, the next rider on the seeding list, who signed up to register, will receive an 
email confirming that he has 3 days to cancel his registration. The same process will 
repeat itself until the event is full. 
  

15.1 Registration Fees and refund  
1. The IFSA/FWQ riders’ registrations will be collected by a variety of platforms. Riders 

can find the link to event registration on the www.freeskiers.org site, Events Menu. The  
Organizers will receive the agreed upon riders’ inscription money.  

2. Event Organizer should expect the registration platforms to charge a transaction fee to 
cover credit card and banking fees per each event registration transaction.  

3. If an event is to be cancelled or postponed, the event organizer must give two 
weeks’ notice.  

4. If the Organizer has to cancel the event because it could not be held during the 
weather window due to bad weather / too much wind / heavy snowfall, the Organizer 
will refund each rider 0% of the registration fee.  

5. If a competition has started but has to be cancelled (for any reason) and cannot be 
rerun during the weather period, there will be no registration refund.  



6. If an organizer has to reschedule the event and the rider cannot attend, the rider may 
cancel as per the cancellation agreement at the time of booking the event. 

 
15.2 Riders contacts  
IFSA will provide the event organizer with access to live registration data to their event entries 
and waiting lists. 
 
15.3 IFSA/FWQ License  
In order to compete, every rider, including Wild Cards, should have an IFSA/FWQ 
membership/license. Event Organizers should request a current IFSA license number from 
all entries at time of registration. One-time and full season membership/license are available. 
 
15.4 Riders Service  
The FWQ Organizer should provide riders with SMS messaging, riders lounge with free 
internet access, riders meeting office, venues pictures at riders’ meeting and information 
boards and online information resources for: schedules, rules, meeting times, start list, weather 
forecast, organization contacts, result lists. 
 
16. BIB NUMBERS & START ORDERS  

1. Event Organizers should produce bibs as they are great for sponsors visibility and 
athlete recognition. However, Event Organizers will make the decision to use bibs, 
helmet stickers, or armbands.  

2. If there is a qualifying day, riders’ starting order is random and the start order is handed 
out at the athlete meeting.  

3. For final day, start order is based on point earned placing, and the start list is executed 
in reverse order of finish. (last place drops in first, first place drops in last). 

 
17. INSURANCE  

1. All riders will execute and IFSA Athlete Release of Liability Waivers before inspection 
or competition.  

2. Riders will have personal health insurance during the event they are participating in. 
Riders must have proof of individual insurance and have it available for the duration 
of the competition. 

 
17.1 Accident Announcement  
The Organizer must complete IFSA incident report in case of an accident, and return to IFSA 
upon completion of event. 
 
18. SISTER EVENTS  

1. A growing number of riders are unsuccessfully trying to enter IFSA/FWQ 3* & 4* 
events. Therefore, some of the IFSA/FWQ organizers are encouraged to organize 
sister events with star levels of 1* or 2* prior to their main 3 or 4* event. These sister 
events assign starting places for the associated IFSA/FWQ 3 or 4* main event; they 
can only be organized in the same resort and by the same organizer.  



2. The best riders of the sister event will win a spot in the IFSA/FWQ main event. The 
organizer can decide a minimum number of spots (ex. all 1st places) but a maximum of 
8 (top 3 SKI M / top 2 SKI W / top 2 SNB M / winner SNB W) for 4 disciplines events and 
a maximum of 6 (top 3 men/top 3 women) for 2 disciplines events which will 
automatically qualify for the main event. The number of participation spots for IFSA/FWQ 
riders inscribing via the event registration website will decrease accordingly (-8 spots 
maximum). 

3. The sister event registration is run by IFSA. 
 

18.1 Sister event Riders Registration in the FWQ Event  
1. The organizer should ensure that Sister Event winners with a one-time event license 

has upgraded to a full athlete membership.  
2. The Organizer must collect inscription money from the qualified Sister Event riders for 

the following: IFSA/FWQ event entry fee. 
 
19. PRIZE MONEY  

1. Prize money and other event promotion activities will be determined by hosting 
resorts and their sponsoring partners. 

 
20. FWQ RANKING  
20.1 Seeding List: see section 2.5 seeding list.  
20.2 Wild Cards: see section 2.10.  
20.3 Injuries / Pregnancy and Frozen Points: see section 2.9.  
20.4 Qualifications see section 2.3 20.5 FWQ Tour Ranking Ties: see section 2.4  
20.6 Weather Rule: see section 14 competition Format, weather rule.  
20.7 NS, DNS, DNF, DQ: see section 6.10 Format. 
 
21. AGE Groups and Disciplines 
The minimum age is 18 for all FWT and FWQ events. No exceptions will be made. 
The maximum age for IFSA Collegiate series is 25. 
 
22. JUNIORS AND PROGRESSION ALLIANCE WITH FWQ SERIES 
If you will be 18 years or older on 1/1/2018: As an 18-year-old, you are allowed to compete 
in the IFSA Junior Series until you turn 19, or you can enter the IFSA/FWQ adult series and 
possibly qualify for the adult Freeride World Tour. If you choose to compete with the adults in 
2018, buy an IFSA/FWQ license and register for the FWQ events. If you choose to compete as 
a junior in 2018, you will continue to use your profile on The Driven to track your 2018 finishes. 
Your results will also be uploaded to MemberPro so that your best three 2018 finishes can be 
used to qualify you for seeded FWQ adult events in the 2019 season. 
 
23. RIDERS MEETING 
23.1 Needs  

1. An athlete registration and meeting room must be established and communicated to 
the athletes at least one day prior to being onsite.  

2. The meeting room should be large enough to host all riders, Event staff and media.  
3. Computer / Projector / Microphone. 



 
4. Ideally this room should be close and equipped with free WIFI for all. 

 
23.2 Points to Talk About  
An athlete meeting must be held each evening / morning before competition to 
communicate updates and protocols. 
 
 
TD/Organizer speech  

1. Welcome and thanks: organization crew, resort/region in the name of IFSA/FWQ.  
2. Weather forecast and plan for the upcoming days.  
3. Format of the event (1 or 2 runs) and cut from qualification to final day (numbers 

per category depending on registration in each category).  
4. Review protest procedure.  
5. Review Mandatory equipment as determined by the Event Organizer. 

 
Head-judge/TD/Ski Patrol Speech  

1. Judges panel presentation: introductions.  
2. Venue presentation: photos, exact location of the starting gate(s), boundaries, 

(altitude, gradient, vertical drop where applicable), and plan B (if weather or snow are 
uncertain). Boundaries and closures must be clearly defined (marked) and leave no 
room for question.  

3. Pictures of the venue should be taken at the exact spot where the judges will 
stand during the competition in order for the riders to know what judges will or 
won’t see. 

4. Brief the riders on the judging criteria and what judges want, or don’t want to see... NO 
FALL ZONES (excess loss of points in case of mistake in those areas), area closures.  

5. Loss of skis: a few meters (i.e. 10m above / 40m bellow = 2minutes maximum): go and 
pick it up. If it is far away or if you don’t see it, wait for a volunteer ski retriever to bring it 
to you.  

6. Loss of skis (II): a rider who has lost a ski but who subsequently retrieved it (either on 
his own or with assistance) must finish his descent the easiest and fastest way possible. 
He is NOT ALLOWED to carry on his planned run. (this measure is necessary so the 
event can run faster and more smoothly-note significant time would have already been 
lost because of the fall).  

7. Quality of snow at several places, different aspects (north-south), crust, ice balls, sharks 
(eventually details about the weather situation).  

8. Venue: closed area (= Disqualification DQ).  
9. Need a slide on the beamer or a large picture with closed area marked in red. No Fall 

Zones to be marked or pointed as well.  
10. Any other topics related to safe event execution unique to the event’s venue 

or conditions.  
11. Accident procedure:  

a. Explain where the patrollers will be placed and their respective job.  



b. If the rider feels he is injured: DO NOT MOVE at all.  
If you feel you are OK: use the “Head Tap” to signal you are, then either get 
ready to ride down or wait for a patroller to bring your missing gear. 

 
TD/Organizer speech close  

1. Outline the following day program such as places and time of: open lifts / venue 
inspection / first start / results or awards ceremony / party.  

2. Any other information at the discretion of the TD or Event organizer.  
3. Please report any problem or questions to the TD or event organizer.  

24. DISCIPLINE AND GENDER SPLIT  
24.1 Classic Categories Split  
Depending on the number of riders who tried to register per category, The Event organizer 
will decide the number of spots per category. 
 
24.2 Cancelled Categories  

1. The Event organizer should consult with IFSA regarding cancelling categories.  
2. If a category doesn’t reach the minimum number of registrations (for example 8 

snowboard women registered for 10 spots), the event organizer shall distribute the 
remaining spots to the other categories.  

3. If a category doesn’t reach a minimum of 4 registrations, the category could be cancelled 
and the starting spots redistributed to the other categories.  

4. For a final run, IFSA suggests looking for the natural cut, with the intent to qualify 50% 
of the field or more if possible. 

 
25. SAFETY GUIDELINES  
25.1 The Event Organizer  
The event organizer is the primary entity responsible for all aspects of conducting the event in a 
reasonably safe manner. The Organizer will follow generally accepted industry safety practices 
in conducting events of this nature but acknowledges these practices do not guarantee the 
safety of participants. Organizer acknowledges that the local conditions of the specific event 
location may require that different measures be taken and Organizer agrees to determine and 
implement necessary measures to promote and conduct the event in a reasonably safe 
manner. 
 
25.2 Technical Director  
During the competition, the technical director is in charge of safety, flow, staff and all 
other aspects of the event. 
 
25.3 Ski Patrol Requirements  
Ski Patrol must be onsite prior to starting competition. It is required that at least 2 mountain 
Ski Patrol staff are stationed on top of the venue at all times. Ski Patrollers should be 
positioned in strategic places from where they can aid an injured rider. 
 
25.4 Ski Ninjas (Equipment Retrievers)  



1. Their job is to retrieve lost skis, poles, etc. on the venue and return to the rider or finish 
line.  

2. These helpers should be expert skiers, able to reach any location on venue. 
  
3. There should be enough Ninjas at each venue’s start. Depending upon the time of one 

rotation from chairlift to venue starting point, more Ninjas may be necessary, but there 
must always be at least ONE Ninja present at all times. 

 
25.5 Mountain Check / Inspection  

1. One venue inspection is mandatory for all athletes at all events.  
2. During inspection athletes must be aware of everyone else around them.  
3. Slow riding is mandatory during venue inspection.  
4. The technical director and/or any judge may disqualify a competitor from the 

competition for riding fast or reckless during inspection.  
5. Athletes may not session a line during inspection or jump/drop any features on the 

venue. In blind areas, it is advised that athletes verbally announce themselves to 
make others aware of their presence.  

6. Athletes are to be respectful of fellow athletes, coaches and officials during inspection as 
this accounts for the highest level of traffic on the venue.  

7. Infractions of inspection rules may result in disqualification from the event. 
 
25.6 Mandatory Equipment Check  
The Starter could check for infractions to mandatory equipment rules as requested by Event 
Organizer, disqualifying non-compliant riders. Helmets are always required. 
 
25.7 Incident report 
Regardless if an injury occurred or not, all Event Organizers must complete an IFSA Injury 
Report upon completion of event and submission of athlete scores to IFSA. 
 
26. EVENT PROCEDURE 
26.1 Starting Order  

1. The Technical director will decide the categories starting order.  
2. The Technical Director can decide to change this order for safety reasons. 

 
26.2 Multiple Starting Gates 
It is possible to run an event with multiple starting points. In the case of a multiple starting point 
event, make sure that a solid communication network is in place. In this case, it is also 
mandatory to have starters, patrollers and ski ninjas at each starting point. 
 
26.3 Starter Procedure  
The Technical Director will be in constant communication with the starter and the patrollers. 
The communication procedure is the following: 

o (Head Judge to Technical Director) “Judges Ready!” 
o (TD to Starter) “Judges ready for the next rider” 
o (Starter) “Bib number xx, in 3-2-1-dropping!” 



27. JUDGES  
27. 1 Judges  

1. In conjunction with the Technical Director, the Event Organizer is responsible for hiring 
the head judge and judges.  

2. The Event Organizer is responsible for the compensation of the head judge and judges 
including IFSA standard fee, transportation, accommodations, board and lift tickets. 
 

27.2 Judges Panel  
1. A panel of judges consists of three judges, one being the head judge. In some cases, 

the head judge is also the Technical Director.  
2. The event organizer is responsible for ensuring that the head judge is certified by the 

IFSA. 
 
27.3 Judges Care  

1. The judges should be protected from the weather elements. A tent should be set up to 
protect judges against sun/wind/cold.  

2. The Judges wellbeing must be taken care of in terms of food and hot beverage. 
3. Condition in the judge’s pit have a major influence on the Judge’s ability to focus for 

continuous hours in the cold.  
4. A break of 5 minutes every 90 minutes has to be planned in the schedule to relieve 

judges. 
 
28. RESULTS by SCOREKEEPER  

1. The Scorekeeper is responsible for input and recording of scores provided by 
the judges.  

2. The Scorekeeper shall create all start orders and results in a timely manner.  
3. The Scorekeeper must either be onsite to manage and input all scores or have 

dedicated runners to bring scoresheets to an indoor location (recommended). 
4. The Scorekeeper must allow the Judges to review scores before disseminating results 

following the competition.  
5. The Scorekeeper shall make the head judge aware of any numerical errors.  
6. The Scorekeeper shall file all hard copies of score sheets.  
7. IFSA score sheets are carbon copies. It’s recommended that judges keep the yellow 

copy on venue.  
8. The IFSA has a standardized excel score tabulation formula that is to be used at 

all events, sanctioned by the IFSA.  
9. The IFSA may audit scores via faxed hard copies if members find inconsistencies. 

 
 
29. Technical Director  
29.1 Who is the Technical Director?  

1. The Technical Director is someone with extensive experience in event judging and with 
a deep knowledge of IFSA/FWQ guidelines. Each IFSA/FWQ Organizer will have one 
dedicated Technical Director. The Event Organizer is responsible for hiring and 
compensation of the Technical Director (TD). 



 
2. The TD will be in contact with the Organizers to monitor the checklist leading up to 

the event week-end.  
3. The TD will be physically present one day before the event, helping the Organizer 

during riders meetings, judges meeting, mountain check, result lists, etc.  
4. The TD will report to IFSA about all aspects of the event. This report will help the 

Organizer and IFSA improve the quality of the event and will serve as a basis for 
discussions regarding an Organizer’s event stars upgrade/downgrade in coming 
years. 

5. For full description of the TD, see the IFSA handbook. 
 
29.2 Technical Director Costs  
The Event Organizer is responsible for the compensation of the TD including, 
transportation/travel, accommodations, board and lift tickets. 
 
29.3 Contest Venues  

1. Venues should be identified and mapped (for competitor review) at least one day 
(preferably two days) prior to the competition on said venue(s) to allow for inspection the 
day before and the day of the competition. All closures shall be marked on venue and 
on competitor maps not later than the athlete meeting and prior to the final inspection 
run.  

2. Awareness of “secondary hazards” should be exhibited: i.e. exposure to a fall on one 
hazard which could result in a continuation of a fall into/over another hazard (rocks, 
trees, second cliff). So, a solution may be to close off an upper feature when exposure 
is significant to an additional hazard below. No fall zones and areas of significant 
hazard shall be marked on venue and on all competitor venue maps.  

3. Terrain enhancement is not allowed. Under special circumstances the Event 
officials/Organizer may need to enhance the venue. The Event Organizer or TD may 
allow for terrain enhancement due to conditions and safety.  

4. If resources allow, multiple venues may be run at the same time as long as all 
participants in each discipline and or age group is competing on the same 
venue.  

5. Boundaries and closures must be clearly defined (marked) and leave no room for 
question.  

6. All press which desire access to the venue (and to determine their placement on the 
venue) must be approved by the Technical Director.  

7. Press will be told by the Technical Director of approved areas to station.  
8. All media on-course must adhere to the same safety protocols as the athletes.  
9. The Technical Director must provide the media with credentials for identification.  
10. The Technical Director must provide all staff with credentials for identification. 

 
29.4 Judges Panel Validation  
After booking the judges panel, the Organizer has to communicate this information to IFSA for 
validation. 



29.5 Judges Sheets  
1. IFSA provides 3 copies of judging sheets.  
2. Each judge can keep his/her own copy to answer riders’ questions after the race.  
3. Number of needed judging sheets to be confirmed by the Event Organizer. 

 
30. COMMUNICATION  

1. There are different communication tools to be used at different times. To optimize 
communication during an event, the Organizer could promote before, during and 
after the competition.  

2. The Organizer is welcome to address media which are key for his/her partners; a 
region, a resort, an industry sponsor or a corporate sponsor have different 
expectations. 

 
30.1 Media Partners  
A good way for an Event Organizer to partner with print, radio, TV or web media is to offer 
visibility on the event poster, flyers, website to the media partner in exchange for an event 
report and event promotion. 
 
30.2 Print Media  
An Organizer should identify potential print and online media which could cover the event: 
specialized press, daily local newspapers, resort and tourist booklets, regional 
newspapers, national newspaper, magazines, etc.  
These media should be addressed before, during and after the event. Media is welcome to 
attend the event at the discretion of the Event Organizer. 
 
30.3 Web Media  
As well as for print media, web media should be addressed before, during and after the event. 
 
30.4 Social Media  

1. Some Event Organizers will develop and animate a Facebook page.  
2. Some Event Organizers will use Twitter for the latest news and live results.  
3. Some Event Organizers will film every run and give access of the footage to the riders 

in order for them to post these runs on their personal webpage/Facebook. This 
increases the buzz and awareness for the event partners. 

 
30.5 Website  

1. IFSA/FWQ offers each Event Organizer an event page on the IFSA and FWQ web site. 
Each Event Organizer sends IFSA basic information regarding their event such as: 
event poster, sponsor logo board, program, contact person, photo gallery, video links, 
media info, newsletter, how to get there, inscription fee and what is included.  

2. If IFSA/FWQ Organizers wish to have or keep their own personal websites, they can 
do so and also link it to the IFSA website. 



30.6 TV, Web distribution (YouTube, Vimeo, etc.)  
There are two potential purposes for video production of a Freeride event.  
Event Organizers are encouraged to explore possibilities.  

1. TV distribution. Special edited short and/or long highlight shows and news could be 
produced by the Event Organizer depending upon local, national or international TV 
interest.  

2. Web distribution. Webisodes and highlight shows could be produced by the 
Event Organizer for web media distribution (YouTube etc.) and event websites. 

 
30.7 Radio or Local Newspaper Promotion  

1. A partnership with local/national radios/newspaper before, during and after the 
event increases public interest regionally.  

2. Radio/newspaper Media is helpful to generate traffic in the resort during the event 
and promotion for the resort and/or region partners. 

 
30.8 On-site Promotion  

1. Various on-site promotion tools could be used by the Event Organizer:  
a. Posters and flyers of the event as early as possible in and around the resort  
b. Event program  
c. Bannering at the start of the venue, in the finish area, and in the resort, 

riders meeting room, accreditation room,  
d. Onsite animation (concert, special exhibition, conference)  
e. Interview Wall, bib numbers with all event partners to increase branding on 

picture and video footage. 
 
31. CORPORATE & INDUSTRY SPONSORSHIP  
1. IFSA/FWQ events will be financed through: rider inscription fees.  
2. Event Hosts are encouraged to seek other resources such as; resort, region, industry, 

corporate sponsors, merchandising, association subsides, food and beverage sales. 
3. Financing could be in cash or VIK (value in kind) such as free or discounted lift tickets, 

hotel rooms, etc. 
 
31.2 IFSA/FWQ Event Budget  
Event Organizers may create and follow their own event budgets. IFSA can provide guidance 
in Staffing (TD & Judge) costs and other expenses. 
 
31.3 Sponsoring Updates  
The IFSA is in contact with potential partners on a regular basis and may from time to time 
be able to secure sponsors for FWQ Organizers. As such, FWQ Organizers should provide 
the IFSA with up to date activation opportunities and details of existing sponsors. 


